
after months of planning and
emails between England, in the grip
of winter, and equatorial Borneo,
the ‘Cool seas roadshow’ was
adapted and developed into the
‘semporna Coral seas roadshow’. 
In early January 2010, andy
starbuck, armed with a large
inflatable hammerhead shark,
spinner dolphin and three hand-
stitched turtles arrived in semporna.

andy was welcomed to semporna
by the roadshow team which
included staff from sabah Parks and
members of the semporna Islands
darwin Project team, as well as
some volunteers from the local
community.

This roadshow kicked off with the
field team wearing Csr 
t-shirts especially designed for the
event by simone Price, an illustrator 

from the uk who has generously
donated her expertise to MCs for
this and other projects. 

as many of the primary schools
selected for inclusion in the
roadshow were located on islands
off semporna, we were required to
transport all the roadshow materials,
av equipment and the roadshow
team themselves by boat each
morning to the various locations. 

�� marine conservation • summer 2010 marine conservation • summer 2010   ��

Semporna Coral 
Seas Roadshow

By Helen Brunt, Sabah Coordinator, 
Semporna Islands Darwin Project

Semporna Islands
Darwin Project
SIDP is an ongoing programme
run by MCS and Sabah Parks
and funded by the Darwin
Initiative – a UK scheme
administered by Defra which
assists other countries in
safeguarding their biodiversity
through the funding of
collaborative projects .

SIDP is working to prevent
unsustainable resource use
and protect the outstanding
natural features and
biodiversity of the Tun Sakaran
Marine Park. The Park was
gazetted in July 2004, with
MCS playing an active role. It’s
Malaysia’s largest marine park,

situated offshore from
Semporna in Sabah and
covering 340km2 of sea and
coral reefs, 10km2 of land and
eight islands. 

There are still many issues to
address and the current phase
of SIDP is concentrating on
enhancing understanding and
awareness of marine
biodiversity and the benefits
of Marine Protected Area
management. We are also
working with local
communities to promote
alternative livelihoods that will
take pressure off reef
resources. 

See www.mcsuk.org and
htp://www.sempornaislands
project.com/ 

MCS has helped set up
a marine park at
Sabah in Malaysia.

The Marine Conservation Society’s (MCS)
‘Cool Seas Roadshow’, which has been
running since �00�, has already
reached over �00,000 children in the
uK and introduced them to the
wonders of the oceans. So, in August
�009, Andy Starbuck, creator of the
‘Cool Seas Roadshow’, and elizabeth
Wood, Project Leader of the
Semporna Islands Darwin Project,
came up with the pioneering idea
of bringing the MCS ‘Cool Seas
Roadshow’ to a remote corner of
north-eastern Malaysian Borneo.

25 PERFORMANCES • 3 WeeKS • 7 ISLANDS • 4084 PARTICIPAnTS • 12 ROADSHOW TEAM MEMBERS

Audience captivated by the Semporna Coral Seas Roadshow performance
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This in itself was a challenge with
tidal ranges, slippery wooden
jetties and the question ‘did we
have enough people to carry all
the props and materials’ needing to
be taken into consideration. 

we often engaged the services of
young boys who, with their wheel
barrows, helped us get to the
schools – I’m sure it was the first
time anyone had seen a dolphin,
shark and humphead wrasse being
pushed in a wheelbarrow!at every
location the crowds gathered to
see what was in our boxes and
bags. Children and adults alike
were amazed to see the life-size
hammerhead shark and spinner
dolphin being inflated with an
electric pump!

The roadshow consisted of a
‘double-act’ performance by ‘uncle
andy’ and Bobita Golam ahad from
the sIdP team, who provided
instantaneous translation into
Bahasa Malaysia to ensure that
everyone in the audience got the
picture. volunteers from the
audience were invited to assist
uncle andy by holding the various
marine creatures and even ‘saving’
the dolphin, which had become

stranded in shallow water and
entangled in plastic bags. 

andy captivated students and
teachers alike with his entertaining
and informative tales of the state of
our oceans and the fantastic
creatures who call the oceans
‘home’. The audience were amazed
at facts such as, more people are
killed by falling coconuts than by
sharks each year! 

after andy’s performance the
children watched a dvd, which
really brought to life the beauty
and fragility of the marine
environment on their doorstep,
and introduced to them issues
such as irresponsible littering,
over-fishing, ‘fish-bombing’
(fishing with explosives)
and turtle-egg
collection. 

The children then enjoyed group
activities such as ‘Build your own
reef’, jigsaw puzzles, sticker books
and a colouring competition,
around the themes of marine life
and conservation. Each child was
given a copy of ‘sammy and Tina’s
Coral reef adventures’, an sIdP
cartoon colouring book, to take
home, to help them share their

new found
appreciation of

the marine
environment
with their
families.

as the roadshow schedule
progressed, the team from sIdP
and sabah Parks were soon able
to conduct the performance
independently thanks to the
comprehensive ‘on-the-ground’
training provided by andy. one
of the main objectives of
bringing the ‘Cool seas
roadshow’ from the uk to other
parts of the world is to develop a
prototype educational roadshow
that can be adapted to suit
almost any other location and
lead to a continuation of the
original MCs concept.

as well as visiting 25 primary
schools in the semporna area,
the roadshow made a special
appearance for the public at the
semporna library and also an
impromptu show under the
swaying palm trees of Maiga
Island in the Tun sakaran
Marine Park. at the island
location the roadshow
content was delivered entirely
in the indigenous Bajau
language by one of the local
sabah Parks staff, which allowed
the whole island community to
benefit from the messages
delivered through the roadshow
activities.

The ‘semporna Coral seas
roadshow’ was a fantastic
experience for the students 
who enjoyed learning in a fun
and interactive way, very
different from the standard
methods of teaching in Malaysia.
It also gave their teachers
inspiration for new classroom
activities. 

The team from sabah Parks and
the semporna Islands darwin
Project are now talking with
teachers, to see how best to set
up permanent links with a select
number of schools and discuss
ideas for the creation of ‘Coral
reef Clubs’ and future
educational activities
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Andy captivated students and teachers alike
with his entertaining and informative tales of
the state of our oceans and the fantastic
creatures who call the oceans ‘home’. 
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Helen Brunt and
 Norida Salimeu of SIDP

presenting a momento to the Hea
d Teacher of

SK Pulau Bait
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Younger children enjoyed a colouringcompetition

The vital ‘take home’ message was that everyone –
children, teachers and parents alike - could all act
to protect their local Marine Park for their own
benefit and also for visitors to the area.


